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ABATE of Georgia's mission is centered on educa-
tion. We preserve the freedom of the road by pro-
tecting the rights of all motorcycle riders through fair 
and reasonable legislation; education and public 
awareness. 
We promote a positive public image of the motorcy-
cle riding community. Our members are from all are-
as of the state, from all walks of life, who ride all 
makes of bikes. ABATE is not a club, it is a 501(c)
(4) nonprofit educational organization. We are affili-
ated with national groups like the American Motor-
cyclist Association (AMA), the Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation (MRF) and the National Coalition of Mo-
torcyclists (NCOM). 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the ABATE of GEORGIA board and it’s members. 

All articles and photo’s within 
the contents of this newslet-
ter and our website are the 
property of … 
 

ABATE of GEORGIA  
 

You may not use them with-
out the express written con-
sent of the newsletter editor, 
webmaster or the associa-
tion board. 

ABATE of GEORGIA encourages all members to submit letters, arti-
cles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow members. ABATE 
of GEORGIA supports the rights of ALL motorcyclists. ABATE of  
GEORGIA does not endorse any products or services other than its 
own. 

MAILING ADDRESS 

1875 Old Alabama Rd. BOX 230 

Roswell, GA 30076 

ABATE of Georgia 

HOTLINE 

1-912-441-7586 

Call the HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 
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 Happy New Year, I hope everyone had great holiday  

and a Merry Christmas. As the new year starts out we are 

looking forward to making 2025 a good year. 

 

There will be a State Rally coming April 12th down in South 

East Georgia. It will be held at Keller's Flea Market in Savan-

nah. The Spring Fest and Concert will be something for all 

rider's young and old. There will be a big bike show with 3 

winning places awarded in each class. Plus, People's 

Choice and State Directors choice. 

 

There will plenty of fun and entertainment to go along with 

all the other activities. There will be a covered vendors row, walk the Flea Market 

poker game, mini bike jousting and what ever other crazy stuff we can conjure up. 

We will also have 3 bands coming in to play.  

 

 

 

 

 

All clubs, riding associations and everyone is welcome. If you have never been to 

the Run to the Sun from 20 years ago and  looking to get an idea of the Biker com-

munity from yesteryear, then you definitely want to be here in April. There will be 

free camping, (primitive only) !. So bring it on people and help Abate help you to 

keep protecting your rights as motorcyclist.  

 
Junkyard  

State Director 
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Editorial Staff 
Janet Heaney   Stephanie Cruwys      Ruby Galloway 
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Welcome to our January Newsletter! 

 

We'd like to wish all of our members a very happy and healthy New Year in 2025! 

 

We are very busy working on the upcoming legislative season and hope to ac-

complish much more this year since we have a very diligent Legislative Director 

now!  We are working on the “dead red bill” and the “lane filtering bill” as well as 

some anti-profiling legislation.  We're also working with legislation in DC to make 

sure the self driving vehicles are being programmed to safely maneuver around 

“us” on the roads.  Our main concern is whether or not they will be able to “see” 

us!  We are also fighting for our rights to continue having our bikes repaired where 

we want and not be held to dealerships only!  We need the freedom to choose in 

all aspects of our lives!   

 

We are also busy working on another state event in April.  This will include live mu-

sic, swap meet, vendor alley and food trucks in Savannah.  Keep your eyes open 

for the flier coming up shortly! 

 

Looking forward to a great riding season in 2025! 
 

 

 
Keep the Shiny Side Up! 
 

ABATE of Georgia Editorial Staff-- 

 
Janet Heaney        Stephanie Cruwys      Ruby Galloway 
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Twelve Motorcyclist New Year Resolutions to Consider 

 

It’s early January and not many motorcyclists are riding these days, especially those 

living in the Northern States.  Maybe some of those riders engage in snow-related 

activities like snowmobiling, downhill or cross country skiing, or snowboarding.  Most 

are just dreaming of days with clear roads, mild temperatures, no rain, light winds, 

and a few hours to exercise their right wrist. 

 

So, if you’re home-bound due to the season and can’t even get out to the garage 

to just sit on your ride and dream of warmer days ahead, what can you do? 

 

How about making (and keeping) one or more New Year resolutions related to mo-

torcycling? 

 

Of course, browsing paper or online catalogs of motorcycle accessories is a favorite 

time-killer for many, but just adding more chrome or more lights doesn’t really im-

prove the quality of your ride, does it? 

 

And watching an endless stream of YouTube video clips or streaming channels 

about motorcycling doesn’t necessarily make you a better rider, does it? 

 

So perhaps it comes down to this – what can you do in the dead of winter to im-

prove the riding season ahead?  Glad you asked; here are a few suggestions. 

 

Resolution #1: Training.  Perhaps the single most important resolution you can make 

to improve your riding season is to complete some form of two- or three-wheeled 

training.  We are fortunate to have several excellent training courses available in 

Georgia from the Department of Safety, Division of Motor Vehicles Motorcycle Rider 

Training (MRT) Three hands-on courses, such as the Basic RiderCourse (BRC), Inter-

mediate RiderCourse (IRC), and Experienced RiderCourse (ERC), offer motorcyclists 

of all skill levels opportunities to learn more and ride better under the watchful guid-

ance of seasoned Rider Coaches. 
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Resolution #2: Coaching.  Speaking of Rider Coaches, the MRT Program is always in 

need of more experienced motorcyclists willing to share their knowledge and ex-

pertise as Rider Coaches in the three courses.  

 

 

Resolution #3: Supporting others.  Consider taking rider education to another level 

by offering to cover the BRC, IRC, or ERC course tuition for a relative or a friend.  Es-

pecially for young novices, the BRC is an excellent introduction to two-wheeling.  

Early training helps guide riders to more enjoyable motorcycling adventures. 

 

Resolution #4: Your riding gear.  Get your riding gear ready for the new year.  Face 

it, gear in your closet, garage, or saddlebag could use some attention and perhaps 

replacement.  With so many sources for quality riding gear out there, getting a jump 

on a clean it/fix it/replace it routine now leaves more time for riding come spring. 

 

Resolution #5: Your ride.  Get the bike ready for the 2025 riding season while the 

weather and roads prevent you from enjoying any saddle time.  While mental and 

physical skills improvement is vital to reducing stress while riding, so is a properly 

maintained motorcycle.  The winter months provide ample time to review what 

needs attention before the new riding season begins.  It’s not just oil, filter, and tires – 

how about the chain/belt/shaft drive, steering head bearings, lights, fuses, cables, 

and anything else that might wear out as your ride ages?  

  

Resolution #6: Another or new ride.  Is there another bike or a replacement ride in 

your future?  If you’re considering a new ride, now might be a good time to visit the 

dealer(s) you trust to determine availability, cost, and delivery.  Planning modifica-

tions now to improve what you already have makes sense when the weather keeps 

you inside. 

 

Resolution #7: Insurance.  Could changes you made during the last riding season 

impact your insurance rate during the coming riding season?  If you modified your 

existing bike, you may have to increase your insurance coverage to protect your in-

vestment in case you experience a loss.  And some insurance companies offer a 

discount for motorcyclists who have completed a rider education course.  Check 

your policy and call your agent or company if you have questions. 

 

Resolution #8: Trip planning.  Maybe a friend, magazine, or online video suggested 

a multi-day journey that caught your attention.  Well, it’s never too early to start 

planning, especially if the ride is to a popular event or destination that fills up quickly 

when warm weather arrives and other riders catch the fever. 
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Resolution #9: ABATE membership.  If you’re reading this article, there’s a good 

chance you’re already a member of ABATE).  If so, thank you.  If you aren’t, why not 

join with fellow riders who care about motorcycling and its future?  Not only will you 

help the organization grow, but you’ll be adding your voice to those representing 

motorcyclists on legislative and regulatory issues in the capital.  There is strength in 

numbers and many voices make for more influence. 

 

Resolution #10: ABATE gift membership.  OK, you’re already a member and wonder-

ing what else you can do to grow ABATE – how about a gift membership?  If you ask 

around, you’re sure to find riders that aren’t members or that have never even 

heard of the ABATE.  Invite them to a meeting, give them our web address, or put a 

membership application in their hand.  Don’t have a spare application?  Grab a 

few at the next meeting and put them in your saddlebag. 

 

Resolution #11: MRF membership.  As important as membership in the ABATE  is to 

protecting your right to ride, renewing or joining in the MRF (Motorcycle Riders Foun-

dation; www.mrf.org) is just as critical to ensuring you, your children and grandchil-

dren, and the entire riding community have a strong voice in Washington, DC.  MRF 

events such as Bikers Inside the Beltway provide motorcycling activists a chance to 

lobby face-to-face with their US senators and representatives (and just as important-

ly, their staff) to make sure they know your position on topics of national and inter-

national interest, such as autonomous vehicles, ethanol-ladened fuels, highway in-

frastructure, and dozens of other topics that directly impact your safety and future.  

If you can’t join with fellow riders in Washington, DC in May, simply joining and sup-

porting the MRF helps others lobby in your place. 

 

Resolution #12: Rolling up your sleeves.  Among the many competing activities for 

your riding time, one that could pay back dividends to you, your organization, and 

the entire riding community is investing some of your time and talents in assisting the 

ABATE during events and other motorcycle-related events.  No matter how much 

time and talent you can spare, there is always room in the ABATE tent for more 

hands to lighten the load for all.  And if you find yourself wondering how you can 

support ABATE at a higher level, consider running for an elected position or joining 

the Board of Directors.  Any currently-serving officer or Board member can provide 

information to assist you in making an informed choice to step up. 

 

Tired yet?  Maybe, but you have several months of non-riding time to think and act 

on any number of the potential resolutions offered here.  After all, not all can do 

everything, but all can do something to make things better for themselves, others, 

and the riding community in the year ahead. 

 

Happy Holidays! 
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CARB 

Withdraws Electric Motorcycle Plan  

 

December 6, 2024 - Washington DC  

 

Friday, in a dramatic move, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 

announced they would not be proceeding with proposed standards re-

quiring half of all new motorcycles sold in the state be electric within the 

next decade. In a statement, CARB said, “The proposed amendments to 

on-road motorcycles (ONMC) emission standards and test procedures 

and adoption of new provisions relating to ONMCs have been with-

drawn.” 

 

This is a major victory for those who believe consumers should be free to 

choose whatever engine type they want. This move to withdraw the pro-

posed plan comes after two hearings, one in January and one in Octo-

ber on this topic were canceled. 

 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is pleased by CARB's decision to 

withdraw its plan to mandate the sale of electric motorcycles. MRF Presi-

dent, Kirk “Hardtail” Willard stated, “It’s nice to see policymakers admit a 

mistake and withdraw a plan that was flawed from the outset.” He also 

added a note of caution, “Let’s remember CARB reserves the right to ad-

just, amend and resubmit similar plans like this in the future. We won a 

battle, but the war rages on. We must stay vigilant, in defense of the in-

ternal combustion engine.” 
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Understanding That "Caution" Isn't a Dirty Word  
In the motorcycling world, caution can seem uncool-until it saves your life. Motorcycle training reinforces 
that being careful doesn't make you a scared cat; it makes you smart. Cautious riders avoid situations that 
lead to accidents, and as a result, they ride another day.  
Group Riding: It's Fun if You Know What You're Doing  
Riding with your buddies is fun until one person misjudges a turn and disaster befalls the group. A training 
course teaches you how to ride in formation, maintain safe distances, and communicate with signals, so 
your group rides are more "easy cruising" and less "group disaster waiting to happen."  
Recognizing When You're Just Not That Good  
Motorcycle training courses have an excellent way of reminding you that there's always something to learn. 
Maybe you don't know everything about riding, and that's okay. It is better to be humbled in a controlled en-
vironment than to find out the hard way with a paramedic telling you what you did wrong.  
Balancing the Ego and the Throttle  
We all like to think we're invincible but twisting that throttle too hard out of ego or impatience can end in dis-
aster. Training teaches restraint, reminding you that the road doesn't care how good you think you are. It's 
a hard lesson that might save your skin literally.  
Surviving the "Helmet Hair" Dilemma  
Yes, helmets mess up your hair, but they also keep your brain where it belongs in your skull. Motorcycle 
training drives home the importance of protective gear. It may not look cool, but wearing that helmet en-
sures you'll be around to complain about helmet hair rather than becoming a tragic fashion statement.  
Pre-Ride Rituals are a Form of Life Insurance  
Riding without checking your bike's condition is like walking a tightrope with blindfolds on. A motorcycle 
course drills the habit of pre-ride checks-tires, brakes, lights-so you're not halfway down the road when 
your brake lever decides to take a vacation, leaving you hurtling toward an early retirement.  
Don't Let Lane Splitting Turn into Life Splitting  
Lane splitting may shorten your commute to your destination, but it may also shorten your lifespan by sand-
wiching you between two cars. Training courses teach you the correct and safest way to navigate between 
vehicles, reducing your chances of becoming the filling in a metal pancake.  
Know When to Slow Your Roll  
That adrenaline rush is addictive, but speeding through heavy traffic is a fast track to disaster. Motorcycle 
training helps you understand when it's safe to go fast and when to slow down, balancing thrill and caution. 
After all, enjoying the wind in your hair is hard when sailing through the ER.  
Avoiding the "Invisible Bike" Syndrome  
Even the loudest bikes seem to disappear from drivers' awareness. Courses like these teach you to maxim-
ize visibility through intelligent positioning and defensive riding tactics. They ensure you're seen before a 
distracted driver changes lanes without checking their blind spot, saving you from becoming a highway 
ghost story.  
Understanding the Weather's Intentions for You  
Rain, fog, and wind can make your ride go from smooth to terrifying in seconds. A good motorcycle course 
covers how to safely ride through the elements-whether learning to maintain traction in the rain or avoid 
getting blown off course in high winds-but Mother Nature doesn't stand a chance  
The Art of Reading Other Drivers' Minds  
Some motorists often act like they're the only ones on the road, oblivious to motorcycles. Training teaches 
you to anticipate their unpredictable behavior, whether a sudden lane change or an unsignaled turn, so you 
can avoid becoming another hood ornament on their car-or worse, the latest tragic news headline.  
Know How Not to Ride Like You're in a Video Game  
If you think weaving through traffic at high speeds is like playing "Need for Speed," think again. Unlike in 
video games, there are no saving points in real life. Motorcycle training shows you how to safely navigate 
congested streets instead of treating them like a racecourse-without losing your life.  
Braking: More Than Just a Panic Move  
Grabbing the brakes too hard can send you skidding or flipping, making for a very short and painful ride. 

You will learn how to brake smoothly and efficiently without losing control in these courses, turning what 

could've been a crash into a well-executed stop and sparing you from taking flight.  
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1)… To initiate , endorse and sponsor ed-

ucational programs such as rider safety, 

public awareness, legislative and affirma-

tive action and, individual freedoms and 

rights. 

2)… To create and promote a positive 

public image of motorcyclists and motor-

cycle groups and to dispel and disprove 

media hype, unfounded propaganda 

and the “Hollywood” image. 

3)… To encourage goodwill and mutual 

understanding among motorcyclists, law 

enforcement personnel and the general 

public. 

4)… To serve as an information source on 

matters pertaining to current laws, pend-

ing legislation, personal rights, political in-

clinations of elected officials and their 

constituents, and voter awareness. 

5)… To act as a central responsive agen-

cy to devise and coordinate recreation-

al, legislative, educational, and charita-

ble activities 

MEMBERS PLEASE SUBMIT 
Articles..Pictures..District Information 

Pictures.. Run / Party / Shows 

This is YOUR publication. 

 
PLEASE SEND ALL INFORMATION TO 
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When you join you receive your ABATE patch,  

membership card, welcome letter and insurance. 

A friendly entrance into the biker community 

Join the cause & become a member today ! 

…What are the membership rewards ?  

FAMILY SINGLE 

ABATE of Georgia  
Association  

State Membership  
ANNUAL DUES INFORMATION 
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ABATE of Georgia  

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Individual Membership $20 
12 

Months 

Family  Membership $35 
12 

Months 

Junior Membership 

( 16 and under) 
$5 

12 

Months 

Lifetime Membership  $300 10 Years 

   

   

   

   

http://abategeorgia.com/ 

Members Receive… FREE 

$2,000.00  Accidental Death & 

Dismemberment Life Insurance 

Policy. 

 Applications are sent bi-annually 

to current members with the option 

of purchasing additional coverage 
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TEE SHIRTS $20 

(Black or Gray) 

 

HATS $25 

 

TANK TOPS $20 

(3 Colors) 

 

HOODIES $40 

)Black or Gray) 

 

LONG SLEEVE  

TEE SHIRT  $25 

(Black or Gray) 

 

LONG SLEEVE 

Dri-Loc SHIRT $30 

(ORANGE) 

Dual sided yard signs are be-

ing offered for sale by 

A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia  for 10.00 

each. Put them in your yard or 

the yard of your business! For 
now, we will make them 
available at meetings ex-

clusively.  

The new A.B.A.T.E of Georgia Embroidered 

Back Patch is available now!  
 

12” wide $15.00 

 

SMALL 5” wide $5.00 



DISTRICT 1 WEST 
 

District One-West covers the Counties of: Ca-

toosa, Dade, Fannin, Gilmer, Gordon, Murray, 

Pickens, Walker, and Whitfield. Meetings are 

the fourth Monday of each month at the Dari 

Dip on Villanow Street in Lafayette, GA. 

Meeting starts at 6:30pm For more infor-

mation contact Frank 706-694-8626 or email 

sgt.baldy@windstream.net  

or visit us on FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/abategad1W/ 
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DISTRICT 2 
 

District Two covers the Counties of: Banks, 

Dawson, Forsyth, Franklin, Habersham, Hall, 

Hart, Jackson, Lumpkin, Rabun, Stephens, 

Towns, Union, and White are the counties in 

our Northeast Georgia district.  

District 2 meets the 1st Sunday of each 

month at Pitts Park in Clarkesville, Ga at 2pm. 

In case of bad weather we meet at Alabas-

ter's in Clarkesville. 2pm. 

 

We also do a 3rd Sunday ride each month. 

Our starting point is Your Pie on the square in 

Clarkesville (usually at 11am) Follow our Dis-

trict 2 Facebook page for current info and 

any updates. 

 

Contact Us: 

Facebook or Cynthia Love at 706-239-1055 if 

you have any questions.  

Cynthia Love 

Abate D2 Treasurer 

706.239.1055 



DISTRICT 3  
ABATE of Georgia District 3 meets the 4th 

Sunday of every month at...  

Buffalo’s Cafe 

117 East Felton Rd.  Cartersville, GA 

District Five North includes Barrow, 

Clarke, Elbert, Greene, Lincoln, Madi-

son, Oconee, Oglethorpe, Taliaferro, 

Wilkes, Rockdale, Walton, Morgan, and 

Newton counties. 

Our meetings are on the 3rd Tuesday, 7 

p.m. in the customer lounge at Cycle 

World of Athens, 4225 Atlanta Hwy, 

Athens, GA. 

https://www.facebook.com/

ABATEGA.D5N/  
 

District Five North is also known as Dis-

trict 5 North, D5N and District Five. 

We are a sustaining member of The 

Motorcycle Riders Foundation, aka 

MRF. 

District Five North Officers 
Mary Ann Callahan 

District Coordinator 

Activities Director 
Tammy Gray 

Secretary 
Glenn “Doc” Hurley 

Treasurer & Safety Director 
Cam McCallister 

Membership Director 

Legislative Director 
Elden Kasmier 

Road Captain 
Cindy Tatkovsky 

Assistant Activities Director 
Harry Jones 

Sargent of Arms 
John “Cowboy” Craig 

Photographer  

DISTRICT 5 NORTH 
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DISTRICT 9  

 

District Coordinator… Wayne Hubbard 

Treasurer… Doug Pullen 

Membership Officer… Gene Hartin 

 

ABATE D9 Columbus, GA 

American Bikers Active Towards  

Education 

706-718-7234 

Serving: Troup, Meriwether, Harris,  

Talbot, Muscogee, Chattahoochee, 

Marion, Taylor, Schley, Sterwart,  

Webster, and Sumter Counties 

DISTRICT 7 

 

DISTRICT 6 

DISTRICT OFFICERS 
 

District Coordinator & Treasurer 

Karen Andross  

585-370-4624  
Legislative 

Forrest Smith 

770-634-8100 
Membership 

Jonathan Eberhard 

920-422-0239 
Secretary 

Phillip Story 

678-814-9152 
Sgt at Arms 

Vacant at this time  

Activities 

Vacant at this time 

District 6 meets the first Thursday of the 
month at Art & Jakes Sports Bar, 510 

Newnan Crossing Bypass, Newnan, GA 

30265.  Our meetings begin at 7pm 

prompt and will usually end by 8pm.  We 

encourage folks to come early to grab 

some food and have some social time.  

 

District 7 covers the following counties: 

Bibb, Jones, Twiggs, Houston, Peach, 

Macon, Crawford, Monroe, Jasper, Put-

nam, Hancock, Baldwin, Glascock, 

Washington and Wilkinson. 

D-7 Meets on the first Saturday of each 

month at AP'S Hidden Hideaway at 

2pm. If a state event falls on the 

first Saturday of the month the meeting 

will be held on the second Saturday. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

Come out and support Middle Geor-

gia's only Motorcycle Rights Organiza-

tion (MRO) and see what D-7 has to of-

fer. You can also keep up with D-7 on 

Facebook @ ABATE of Ga District 7  

 

DISTRICT 10 

District 10 covers the following Coun-

ties: Appling, Bleckley, Candler, 

Dodge, Emanuel, Jeff Davis, Johnson, 

Laurens, Montgomery, Pulaski, Tattnall, 

Telfair, Toombs, Treutlen, Wheeler, and 

Wilcox. See https://

www.facebook.com/ABATE-of-

Georgia-District-10-663888670676315/ 



DISTRICT 11 

District 11 meets on the 2nd Sunday 

of each month at 2PM. 

The Brass Rail..GUYTON 

District Coordinator 

William “Billy Bob” Galloway 
Membership Director 

Dale Hamblin  
Secretary 

Ruby Galloway 
Legislative Director 

Shannon McDonald 
Activity Directors 

Jimmy & Susie Criswell 
Activity Associates 

Ruby Galloway & Bobby Jones 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 

Christmas and New Years celebration 

with their family and friends…for me 

and Ruby, it was great spending time 

with family and friends! 

 

We have another Toy Run under our 

belt, everyone that came and partici-

pated, donated and volunteered truly 

made this year turnout a success! The 

start out was a bit cold, but, the day 

was perfect! You couldn’t ask for a 

better day. We are already in the 

works for new changes for next year! 

More updates on that to come… 

As you have read in Junkyards letter, 

State will be hosting a rally in Spring, 

which is going to be amazing! Please 

be sure to mark your calendars and 

come join the fun! There is a lot of 

work/planning, most has already been 

in the works as David, but, all hands 

will be on deck to help him make this 

an annual event. 

Our Frosty Balls Membership Drive is our 

next event we are working on, hope-

fully it will live up to it’s name! 

I will leave you on this note, I hope 

year 2025 will bring you much joy, 

peace, resolve, understanding, suc-

cess and the best memories you could 

possibly have. Thank you for being the 

best part of ABATE, we will see you on 

the road somewhere! 

 

William “Billy Bob” Galloway 

District 11 DC 
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DISTRICT 13 

District 13 covers the following Coun-

ties: Ben Hill, Berrien, Brooks, Colquitt, 

Cook, Crisp, Echols, Irwin, Lanier, 

Lowndes, Thomas, Tift, Turner, and 

Worth. Meetings are on the first Sun-

day of each month at 2PM at the 

Wiregrass Farmer on Gordon Ave in 

Ashburn, GA. See  

 https://www.facebook.com/

AbateofGaDistrict13/ 

 

Dennis at 229-924-7449 or  

DC-13-ABATEGA@hotmail.com  

for more information 

DISTRICT 15 

MEETING 

3rd Thursday of the month at 7pm 

SUNRISE DINER 

5031 New Jessup Hwy 

Brunswick, GA 31520 
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